
AN EGYPT 1882 TO A MOUNTED INFANTRY PRIVATE, SEVERELY WOUNDED 
AT KASSASSIN, 28 AUGUST 1882 AND HAD PREVIOUSLY SERVED IN THE 
ZULU AND 1ST BOER WARS OF 1879-81 

EGYPT AND SUDAN 1882-89, DATED REVERSE, 1 CLASP, TEL-EL-KEBIR ‘3396. 
PTE. H. FELTON . 3/K.R. RIF. C.’, KHEDIVE'S STAR 1882, UNNAMED AS ISSUED, 

Henry Felton, a 20 year old Bricklayer from Birmingham, enlisted into the 3/60th Rifles on 
27 May 1878. On 19 February 1879, he embarked with his regiment for Natal, serving in the 
Zulu War, his regiment forming part of the 2nd Brigade with the Eshowe Relief Column. The 
regiment was present at the Battle of Gingindlovu on 1st April 1879, where his commanding 
officer, Lieutenant Colonel Northey, was killed in action. 
Following the Zulu War, the Felton remained in South Africa with the 3/60th and took part in 
the 1st Boer War. During this campaign, the 3/60th were present at the battle of Ingogo River, 
element also being present at the battles of Laing’s Nek and Majuba Hill. Serving in Malta 
after the Boer War, in July 1882, Felton was posted to Egypt and took part in the Egyptian 
campaign of that year.  

During this campaign, Felton was selected to serve with the small Mounted Infantry squadron 
and was severely wounded at the battle of Kassassin on 28 August 1882. Returning home on 
5 October 1882, Felton was finally discharged on 26 May 1890. 

As with most conflicts in the latter Victorian era, the mounted infantry played an important 
role being used in reconnaissance and skirmishers where they were often first to be in contact 
with the enemy, harassing them by galloping close to the enemy, dismounting and pouring a 
well aimed close range fire, then remounting and screening the enemy movements. This was 
no different during the Egyptian Campaign in 1882. At the Battle of Kassassin, the 70 



mounted infantry formed part of General Graham’s force. These with 15 men of the 4th 
Dragoon Guards, were out performing their usual role in action, being Graham’s only cavalry. 

‘The enemy, apparently made persistent efforts to break through the line where were 
stationed (between the two Infantry battalions), the ‘little band of Mounted Infantry and the 
detachment of the 4th Dragoon Guards’. These, according the Graham, put up a ‘gallant 
resistance’. The services of the Mounted Infantry, he added, ‘have been invaluable to me in 
the absence of a sufficient force of Cavalry.’  

Of the 70 mounted infantry, 2 Officers and 5 men of were wounded. This out of a total of 69 
casualties for the entire of Graham force (1205 men).This shows just how heavily involved 
they were. Indeed, the main cavalry force of cavalry Brigade  
(detached), under Drury Lowe, who took part in the famed ‘Moonlight Charge’ incurred 27 
casualties. 

The Mounted Infantry roll has a query next to entitlement to clasp; originally noting ‘NO’ but 
with a query ‘YES?’. The regimental roll from which the medal was issued, notes entitled to 
clasp.  Whether Felton was actually at Tel-El-Kebir so soon after being severely wounded, is 
unknown.  However the medal is correctly issued with the clasp according to the roll. 1 
Officer and 33 NCO’s/Men of the 3rd Battalion, King's Royal Rifle Corps serving with the 
Mounted Infantry during the 1882 campaign. 

Condition some contact marks from Star resulting on naming being a little weak around 3 and 
9 o’clock, otherwise VF. Sold with copy (digital ) papers and rolls. Additionally entitled to 
the SA 1877-9 medal, clasp 1879 and Khedives Star 


