
A SECOND WAR ‘1943’ D.F.M. AWARDED TO WELLINGTON PILOT WHO FLEW 
IN AT LEAST 40 OPERATIONAL SORTIES WITH 40 SQUADRON - 
PREDOMINATELY LOW LEVEL ATTACKS, ON ITALIAN TARGETS, INCLUDING 
THE BRATO MARSHALLING YARDS, 11 NOVEMBER 1943, WHEN ‘HE CAME 
DOWN TO 20 FEET AND MACHINE-GUNNED TWO VEHICLES ON THE FLORENCE 
AUTOSTRADE.’ HE WAS KILLED IN ACTION DURING A RAID ON TURIN, 25 
NOVEMBER 1943, ‘HIS BODY WAS RECOVERED FROM THE SEA AND IDENTIFIED 
BY MEANS OF CLOTHING AND HIS FLYING LOG’ 

DISTINGUISHED FLYING MEDAL, G.VI.R. ‘658167. F/SGT. T. J. GOSLING. R.A.F.’ 
1939/45 STAR, AFRICA STAR, DEFENSE AND WAR MEDALS. 

D.F.M. London Gazette 20 April 1945, the recommendation states:

‘This pilot has completed 40 operational sorties for a total of 240 hours on which he has shown 
skill and resourcefulness as a pilot combined with great courage and determination. During the 
whole of his operational flying, he has not returned from the sortie without having completed the 
duty for which he was detailed. On 25th August, 1943, at Taranto marshalling yards, he 
successfully illuminated the target despite heavy opposition with the result that the raid was 
successfully accomplished by the bomber force. He has successfully illuminated other targets 
with the same satisfactory result. His bombing has been extremely accurate on very small targets 
due to his determination and great care to make accurate bombing runs despite any opposition 
that may be encountered. On 11th November, 1943, after successfully bombing the Brato 
marshalling yards, he came down to 20 feet and machine-gunned two vehicles on the Florence 
autostrade. During the whole of his time on this squadron, Flight Sergeant Gosling has shown 



great courage and determination which has resulted in a highly successful tour of operations’. 

Remarks by Air Officer Commanding: 

‘This N.C.O. throughout his tour has shown outstanding courage, determination and devotion to 
duty. He has been chosen on many occasions to carry out difficult tasks, all of which he has 
completed successfully. He is a shining example to his fellow crews and I have no hesitation in 
strongly recommending him for this award.’ 

Terence James Gosling was a native of Liverpool, and was educated at Oulton High School, aged 
26... Gosling joined the Forces the week war broke out, and saw service in the R.A.S.C. before 
transferring to the R.A.F. as a volunteer for flying duties.’ (newspaper cutting refers) 

Gosling subsequently advanced to Flight Sergeant and was posted as a pilot for operational flying 
with 40 Squadron (Wellingtons) at Gardabia South on 17 April 1943. Flying from bases in the 



Middle East the Squadron bombed targets in North Africa, Sicily, Sardinia, Rhodes, Crete, 
Greece, Pantellaria, Lampedusa and Italy. By the end of November 1943, Gosling had advanced 
to Pilot Officer and had flown in at least 40 such operational sorties.  On one such sortie he 
brought his Wellington down to just 20 feet to strafe enemy vehicles: 

He was killed in action carrying out a raid on Turin, 25 November 1943, and ‘following a 
message that he intended baling out over Sardinia nothing has been heard about him until 
recently, when the body of another member of the plane was found in the water.’ (Ibid) 

The Air Ministry wrote to Gosling’s brother, 27 August 1947, ‘it is not without some hesitation 
that I refer again after so long an interval to the sad death in action of ... Pilot Officer T. J. 
Gosling, but I feel you will wish to know the result of certain investigations conducted by the 
Royal Air Force Missing Research and Enquiry Service in Sardinia. It has been established that 
your son [sic] is buried in grave II, Plot 1, Row in Cagliari Military Cemetery. His body was 
recovered from the sea and identified by means of clothing and his flying log.’  



40 Squadron RAF operated Bristol Blenheim Mk IV light bombers from RAF Wyton from 
December 1939 until November 1940. In November 1940 the squadron converted to the 
Wellington, and spent the next year operating as a night bomber squadron with Bomber 
Command.  Serving in Egypt from 1942, it began to fly operations against the Axis forces in 
North Africa, moving west as the Allies advanced into Tunisia and Cyrenaica.  They participated 
in the successful Allied invasion of Sicily, concluding in August 1943, before finally moving to 
Italy in December 1943. 

Sold with named Buckingham Palace enclosure; Air Ministry letter confirming the whereabouts 
of the recipient’s burial, addressed to ‘T. Gosling, Flat 1, 4 Alexandra Drive, Liverpool’; two 
newspaper cuttings relating to recipient, including photographic images of him. Also R.A.F. 
pilots wings which show signs of being removed from a tunic 



Condition GVF. Sold with a digital copies of 40 Squadrons operations book for the period 
Gosling flew with the Squadron, 38 of Gosling’s operations also extracted. 


