
AN OUSTANDING AND UNIQUE 1812 WAR, ROYAL MARINES OFFICER’S 
NAVAL GENERAL SERVICE 1793 PAIR TO A LIEUTENANT WHO WAS IN 
CAPTAIN MONTRESOR’S BOAT DURING THE COSTLY BOAT ACTION 
AGAINST THE AMERICAN GUN-BOATS ON LAKE BORGNE, 14 DECEMBER 
1814. THREE WEEKS LATER HE WAS WOUNDED IN THE HEAD BY A MUSKET 
BALL, DURING THE GALLANT BAYONET CHARGE ON AMERICAN GUNS AT 
THE BATTLE OF NEW ORLEANS, 8 JANUARY 1815. SHIPWRECKED IN APRIL 
1816 AND TAKEN PRISONER BY A SPANISH ROYALIST CORVETTE, BETWEEN 
1836-7 HE SERVED WITH THE ROYAL MARINE BATTALION DURING THE 
CARLIST WAS, TAKING PART IN THE BATTLE OF HERNANI AND AWARDED 
THE FIRST CLASS SPANISH ORDER OF SAN FERNAND FOR HIS SERVICE 

NGS 1793, CLASP ‘14 DEC BOAT SERVICE 1814’ CHARLES MORGAN LIEUT 
R.M’, SPANISH ORDER OF SAN FERNANDO

Charles Morgan was first Commissioned as 2nd Lieutenant, Royal Marines on 11th Sept 
1805. Promoted Lieutenant on 11th Nov 1808, he was appointed to HMS Ruby as a 
supernumerary on 17th Mar 1813. Throughout 1813/14, Ruby was in Bermuda but did not go 
to sea and during this period, Morgan’s whereabouts in the America’s is unknown, although 
his supernumerary position may well indicate that he was with one of the Marine Battalions. 

Discharged to HMS Armide, 20 May 1814, he took part in the ‘boat action’ before New 
Orleans on 14th December, which proved a successful but a very bloody affair for the British. 
During this action Lieutenant Morgan action is confirmed as being in the pinnacle alongside 
Captain Henry Montresor. According to the Royal Marine Museum, he was lent to the Army 
during his period of Service with Armide. He was also one of the few Royal Marine Officers 
who took part in the battle of New Orleans on the 8th Jan. 100 Marines and 100 seaman under 
Captain Rowland Money, along with 3 Companies of the 85th - the whole under the 



Command of Colonel Thornton , a combined force of about 560 men made a successful 
assault on the American guns, capturing 17 guns - only British success of the day! The British 
force suffered heavy casualties of 72 killed and wounded. Lt Morgan was Wounded in the 
head by a musket ball during this action; LG1815 pg 445-9 and copy letter from Morgan to 
the Admiralty in Dec 1815 regarding his wound. 

BOAT ATTACK DECEMBER 14th 1814 

On the 8th of December Vice-admiral Cochrane, in the Tonnant, with several other ships, 
arrived and anchored off the Chandeleur islands. On the same day two American gunboats 
fired at the 38-gun frigate Armide, Captain Edward Thomas Troubridge, as, accompanied by 
the Seahorse frigate and Sophie brig, she was passing down, within the chain of small islands, 
that run parallel to the shore from Mobile towards Lake Borgne. Three other gun-boats were 
presently discovered cruising in the lake. On the 10th, 11th, and 12th, the remainder of the 
men of war and troop-ships arrived, the 74s anchoring off Chandeleur islands, and the frigates 
and smaller vessels between Cat island and the main, not far from the entrance to Lake 
Borgne. The bayou Catalan, or Bienvenu, at the bead of Lake Borgne, being the contemplated 
point of disembarkation, the distance from the anchorage at Cat island to the bayou 62 miles, 
and the principal means of transport open boats, it became impossible that any movement of 
the troops could take place until these gun-boats were destroyed. It was also an object to get 
possession of them in a serviceable state, that they might assist, as well in transporting the 
troops, as in the attack of any of the enemy's forts in the route. Accordingly on the night of the 
12th, 42 launches, armed with 24, 18, and 12 pounder carronades, and three unarmed gigs, 
carrying, altogether, about 980 seamen and marines, under the orders of Captain Lockyer, 
assisted by Captains Henry Montresor and Samuel Roberts, of the brig-sloop Manly and 
bomb-vessel Meteor, in three divisions, each commanded by a captain in the order named, 
pushed off from the Armide. 

The 5 American gunboats carried approximately 182 men, under the command of Lieutenant 
Thomas Ap Catesby Jones, U.S. Navy. Each was armed with 1 heavy long-gun, and several 
light pieces. Jones had moored his five gun-vessels in a head and stern line in the channel off 
Malheureux Island passage, with their boarding nettings triced up, and everything in 
readiness; but the force of the current drifted his own boat and another out of line, a hundred 
yards down. Jones had to deal with a force five times the size of his own, and to escape he 
had only to run his boats on shore; but he prepared very coolly for battle. Having arrived 



within long gun-shot of the enemy, and the men having pulled 36 miles, a great part of the 
way against a strong current, Captain Lockyer brought the boats to a grapnel and allowed the 
crews to take their breakfasts. This done, at about 10.30 am on the 14th, the boats weighed, 
and took again to their oars ; pulling against a strong current of at least three knots an hour, 
and being exposed all the while to a heavy and destructive fire of round and grape from the 
long guns of the American flotilla. 

At about noon Captain Lockyer, in the second barge of the Seahorse, closed with the gun-boat 
of the American commodore and after an obstinate struggle, in which the greater part of the 
officers and men in the boat were either killed or wounded, including among the wounded the 
Captain himself, succeeded in boarding her. Seconded, then, by the Seahorse's first barge and 
by the boats of the Tonnant, the British soon carried the gun-boat. Lieutenant Tattnall had his 
boat sunk alongside but, getting on board another, gallantly pushed on to the attack of the 
remaining four gun vessels. Upon these, the guns of No. 156 were now turned; and with the 
assistance of the second and third divisions of boats under Captains Montresor and Roberts, 
all the American gunboats were taken. 

The loss on the British side was extremely severe; 3 Midshipmen, 13 seamen, and 1 marine 
were killed, and 1 Captain 4 Lieutenants 1 Lieutenant of marines, 3 Master's Mates, 7 
Midshipmen, 50 seamen, and 11 private marines wounded; total, 17 killed and 77 wounded. 
The loss on board the American flotilla was comparatively trifling; amounting to 6 men killed 
and 35 wounded, including among the latter Lieutenant Jones, the commanding officer, who 
conducted himself with great bravery. For the gallantry which they displayed on the occasion, 
Captains Lockyer, Montresor, and Roberts were deservedly made post; and some of the 
lieutenants and midshipmen also received a step in rank. See the following for further 
information and maps:  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Lake_Borgne 

ATTACK ON NEW ORLEANS JAN 8th 1815 



Lieutenant Morgan further took part in the attack on the enemy guns on the West Bank during 
the battle of New Orleans.  

The force detailed for this operation was under the overall command of Colonel Thornton of 
the 85th Foot. This force consisted of his own Regiment and a detachment of sailors and 
Marines under Captain Rowland Money. A total of 1200 men. From the start however things 
started to go wrong when a damn across the river collapsed blocking all the boats needed to 
transport the troops to the Western bank quarter of a mile down river.  With tremendous effort 
and after a long delay a few boats were dragged forward and when this allowed a small 
number of the force to be boated, it was decided that the attack should proceed as planned. 
The force now greatly reduced consisted of a total of 560, being the best part of four 
companies of the 85th, the rest being sailors and marines. These men faced a force of 888 
American’s and 17 guns. 

The British force attacked the enemy at daylight in their entrenched position and as the 
column advanced it was supported by the armed boats moving parallel with it. When they 
arrived within 200 yards of the entrenchment, the British discontinued firing, and moved 
rapidly forward with the bayonet. At that moment lieutenant Henry Elliot (Royal Marines), 
observing that the enemy's right flank was accessible, ordered his men to oblique to the left; 
and having passed the ditch and an unfinished breast-work, was quickly in rear of the 
Americans: lieutenant Crazier with his company, and the skirmishers of the 85th, closely 
following, turned the enemy's flank and captured a field-piece. This part of the operations 
having succeeded so admirably, the remainder of the column rushed into the work, drove the 
enemy from every position, and took possession of 17 pieces of cannon.  

Casualties for this action were heavy. Both Thornton and Money were wounded, 33 men of 
the 85th were killed and wounded. 33 seaman and Marines 39, including Lt Charles Morgan. 



Making a total of 72 casualties or 13% of the force engaged. Navy/Marines own casualty rate 
would be have been around 20% as not more than 200 men took part. 

The principal attack by the troops on the left bank proving unsuccessful, with the loss of 
major-generals the honourable sir Henry Pakenham and Gibbs, and nearly 2000 in killed, 
wounded, and prisoners, major-general Lambert determined to withdraw the army ; 
consequently, lieutenant-colonel Thornton was directed to retire, after spiking the guns. 
Immediate preparations were made for re-embarking the whole force, and on the 27th of 
January the troops returned on board the squadron. 

Note: Naval biographies often state that Officers served at New Orleans, however as can be 
seen from above, only a small number were actually in action; the majority of Royal Navy, 
and Marine Officers were left on the East bank, unable to cross. Therefore, although they took 
part in the New Orleans operations, they took no part in the battle itself.  

LATER SERVICE 

Appointed to HMS TAY 13th April on 1816, on 11th Nov 1816 Tay was shipwrecked, off 
Campeachy, Gulf of Mexico, with 2 million dollars on board. A Spanish Royalist corvette 
attacked the shipwrecked men seeking shelter on Crane's Island and Captain Roberts and crew 
were made prisoner of War and money stolen! Spain and Britain were not at War at the time 
so presumably this could have caused a major International incident. Included with the 
medals research are the 300 page proceedings of the Court Marshal of Captain Roberts and 
Officer of HMS Tay. These copied from files held in the National Archives (on CD). Further 
details of the incident can also be found on the following: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HMS_Tay_(1813) 

In 1824 he was serving as Adjutant of the Bermuda division and according to the Navy lists 
from 11th March 1826 until October 1830 He was serving on HMS Forte in South America. 



On 26th August 1827 the boats of Forte captured a pirate vessel and its prize, Morgan would 
almost certainly have taken part in this operation. Promoted Captain on 17th March 1831, he 
was on unattached service up until 1836. However between 1836 and 1837, he commanded a 
Company of initial RM Battalion embarked with Lord Hay's squadron to assist in the Carlist 
War in Spain. The Battalion was made up of seven Companies each of 83 Officers and men. 
They took part in many actions but were conspicuous in their steadfastness at the Battle of 
Hernani. Although Britain did not formally take part in the War, the Royal Navy and the RM 
Battalion were sent to extract De Lacy Evans British mercenary force.  After over a year hard 
fighting in Spain Captain Morgan Retired on full pay in December 1837. He was Awarded 
the First Class Spanish Military Order of San Fernando for his Service in Spain 

Charles Morgan was the Cousin of Captain George Haye RN (Medal sold at Spink 2010), 
who applied for this medal on behalf of Morgan, who was I'll. In a letter from Haye to the 
issuing authorities, he tells them That Morgan received the medal just before his death on 7th 
June 1849. It is also noted on the NGS application, that Lieutenant Morgan was in pinnacle 
with Captain Henry Montresor during the December 14th boat action. Charles Morgan’s 
obituary: 

Much more to research as many gaps in service: Feb 1810 - August 1813, exact 
service/location whilst in America August 1813- May 1814 and 1816 - 1824. This is a unique 
NGS medal to a Marine Officer who was wounded at New Orleans; it is additionally almost 
certainly unique to a Marine Officer who was actually in action at New Orleans full stop! 

Condition NEF, Spanish order minor chipping to enamel so NVF, with large file of research, 
both paper and on CD.  Ex Sotheby 1977 & 1990. A quite outstanding pair of medals to a 
Royal Marine Officer, with a quite superb service. 




