THE IMPORTANT AND RARE ARMY OF INDIA 1799 AWARDED TO LIEUT
GENERAL SIR HUGH FRASER OF BRAELANGWELLWHO WAS AWARDED
THE K.C.B. FOR HIS COMMAND AT THE STORMING OF COPAL DROOG IN
1819 AND AS A BRIGADIER GENERAL COMMANDED THE MADRAS TROOPS
DURING THE BURMESE WAR LEADING A COMBINED ARMY AND NAVAL
EXPEDITION AGAINST ENEMY STOCKADES IN SEPTEMBER 1824

ARMY OF INDIA 1799, CLASP AVA ‘COLL H. FRASER, COMMG DIVISION’
LIEUTENANT-GENERAL SIR HUGH FRASER OF BRAELANGWELL
Hugh Fraser son of William Fraser, Commissary of Inverness was born on 14 May 1773 and
entered the Madras Service as an Ensign on 29 July 1791. Promoted Lieutenant on 17
February 1794, he served at the capture of Colombo, a fortress in the Island of Ceylon, in
1796 (included in prize roll). Advancing to Captain on 11 February 1801, Major 16 March
1805 and Lieutenant-Colonel on14 December 1809. In 1811 he was appointed to command at
Pondicherry, receiving approbation of his conduct when he resigned command in 1816. In
1817 he was appointed to take charge of the garrison at Vellore. However with the outbreak
of the Third Maratha War in 1817, Fraser, who was at this time served with the 12th Madras
N.I., was appointed to command the second Brigade of Infantry with Field Force under
General Pritzler. Taking part in the various operations of Pritzler’s Division, he shared the
Prizes for the capture of Singkeir, Shotapore, Pogrunder and Wassotta in 1818. In
March/April 1819 he took part in the siege and taking of the Fortress of Asseerghur and on 12
May commanded the troops at the successful assault of the formidable hill fortress of Copaul
Droog, leading the attack in person. In 1832, Colonel Fraser was awarded the K.C.B. for his
actions at Copaul Droog; the long wait for this reward presumably due to the the 1819
assaults Asseerghur and Copaul Droog, were two of eight additional actions (1818-42) put
forward as additional clasps for the Army of India Medal

Having been promoted full Colonel on 12 August 1819, Fraser transferred to the Command of
the 22nd N.I. and in January 1824, Fraser was again given command at vellore. This
appointment again was short lived for his Regiment was selected to serve in the First AngloBurmese War. In August 1824 Colonel Fraser was appointed to succeed Colonel Macbean in
the Command of the Madras Division of the Army; serving with the local rank of BrigadierGeneral. On 21 September 1824, General Fraser, led a successful combined Army and Naval
expedition against enemy stockades near Paulang. However, “at this point he unfortunately
fell out with the Commander of the Forces, Brigadier-General Sir Archibald Campbell,
K.C.B. Fraser had taken the initiative in appointing officers but suffered a reprimand from
Campbell who insisted Fraser did not have the authority for such appointments. Fraser
sought clarification on this from higher authority and the Brigadier-General’s position was
confirmed. Despite the difference in opinion, Campbell wrote: The Commr. of the Forces
begs Br. Genl Fraser and Captn Chadds (Royal Navy) will accept his best thanks for their
perseverance in the fatiguing and harassing service in which they have been engaged in
beating up the Enemy’s Quarters up the River”

Like many others during this horrendous campaign, “Fraser himself fell ill, and departed
Rangoon on 31 October 1824 “in consequence of serious indisposition”, returning to
Calcutta. Fraser was given extended furlough back to the UK, remaining there until 1828.
“In 1828 he was appointed by the Court of Directors to succeed to the General Staff, and he
returned in that role to Madras. He was appointed to the Command of the Ceded Districts (an
area of India “ceded” to the British East India Company by the Nizam in 1800). An
appointment of Temporary Brigadier-General in June 1829 followed” and he was confirmed
to the rank of Major-General in July 1830. General Fraser was appointment as a Knight
Commander of the Bath on 10 April 1832. Having retired from the Madras service in the late
1830’s, in 1839 Sir Hugh purchased Braelangwell House in Cromarty, Invernesshire.
Promoted Lieutenant-General in November 1841, in 1842, he was appointed a deputylieutenant of Cromarty. Lieutenant-General Sir Hugh Fraser of Braelangwell died on 6
October 1851 aged 79
From Dodd’s Peerage:

“FRASER, K.C.B. Creat. 1832. — Sir Hugh Fraser, son of William Fraser, Esq., commissary
of Inverness, by Miss Fraser of Erogy, the niece of General Simon Fraser, who was killed at
Saratoga, in North America. Born 1773; mar. 1st, 1811, Helen de la Sauvage ; 2ndly, 1827,
3rd dau. of John Mackenzie, Esq., of Kincraig; entered the military service of the East India
Company in the Madras presidency in 1790; became a captain in 1801; a colonel in 1819;
and attained the rank of a lieut-general in Nov. 1841 ; received the order of the Bath, after
having commanded the troops at the assault of Copaul Droog; was on several occasions
confidentially employed during a service of upwards of 50 years in the East ; was appointed a
deputy-lieut. of Cromarty in 1842. Seat — Braelangwell, Co. Cromarty.”
THE THIRD MAHRATTA WAR
Since Colonel Fraser commanded a Brigade under General Pritzler during the Mahratta War,
a brief biography of Pritzler’s service will indicate what Fraser’s would have been:
“On the outbreak of the third Mahratta war in 1817, he was given the rank of brigadiergeneral, and entrusted with the duty of pursuing the Peishwa on the latter's flight from Poona
on 16 Nov. 1817. On 8 Jan. 1818, with a force partly European and partly native, he came
upon a large body of the enemy, close to Satura, where they had been left to cover the
Peishwa's retreat. He attacked and dispersed them, and continued his pursuit, marching
rapidly south-wards in co-operation with Brigadier-general Smith. On 17 Jan. he came up
with the Peishwa's rearguard near Meritch and inflicted a severe defeat upon them.
Pritzler was now for a time employed in the movement against the smaller fortresses in the
southern Mahratta districts. He was told off to press the siege of Singhur, which capitulated,
after a short resistance, on 2 March 1818. He was then ordered to reduce to obedience the
country in the vicinity of Satura. His chief achievement in this district was the capture of
Wasota, a fort situated in an almost impregnable position of the Western Ghauts. The siege
began on 11 March, and ended in the unconditional surrender of the garrison on 5 April.
Pritzler then marched south and joined Colonel Munro on 22 April at Nagar-Manawali. The
united English force now moved across the Sena river to the siege of Sholapur, the Peishwa's
last great stronghold in the southern districts. On 10 May two columns, under Colonel
Hewitt, advanced to the assault. Pritzler, with a reserve force, stood by to offer support. The
Mahratta commander, Ganpat Rao, moved round to the east side of the town with the object
of taking the assailants in flank. The Mahrattas were at once checked and driven back in
disorder by Pritzler, a success which materially contributed to the speedy capture of the town
that same day. The Mahratta garrison, about seven thousand strong, tried to escape. Pritzler,
however, went in pursuit, came up with them on the banks of the Sena, and inflicted upon
them so crushing a defeat that they ceased to exist as an organised force. “
THE TAKING OF COPAUL DROOG
London Gazette of 30 August 1820
The following taken from the Kirkmichael website and “Sieges of the Madras Army, in the
years 1817, 1818, and 1819” – a copy of the latter on CD sold with the research
“The works of Copal Droog are of extraordinary magnitude and strength, and (as will appear
by the plan) very complicated. The hill, which forms the upper Fort, is about 600 feet high
above the plain, and is totally inaccessible on three sides. The fourth, or Eastern side, is
encircled with walls to the very base, where a strong rampart terminates the hill
fortifications; below which there are, on this side, two additional enclosures, each consisting
of a very respectable rampart with towers.

This then was the target. For several days in early May the walls were pounded by the British
weaponry until a breach was considered practicable, and the army prepared to storm the
lower forts. At this point the Indian Garrison surrendered, and 1400 men marched out and
the forts were occupied by the British troops. The upper and more challenging fort confronted
them. There were negotiations to persuade the Rajah to surrender, but it appeared that the
Rajah was simply playing for time. The period fixed upon having arrived, and it appearing
that no reliance could be placed upon the Rajah’s professions and promises, the following
plan of attack was decided upon. Two columns, of 4 companies each, to escalade the walls at
the points G and H; and having gained admittance, to support each other. A galloper gun to
accompany the left attack, for the purpose of blowing open the gate B. Advantage to be taken
of the confusion of the enemy, to follow them to the summit of the hill, if possible. A reserve of
3 companies to advance from the mortar battery, to reinforce the column which should first
establish a footing.

PLAN OF THE FORTRESS OF COPAL DROOG

At twelve o’clock precisely, both columns advanced to the assault. The right under Captain
Cuppage, of His Majesty’s 53rd Regiment; the left under Captain Tew, of His Majesty’s 34th
Regiment; the whole commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser, of the 12th Native Infantry.
Both escalades succeeded, and the gateway was blown open at the same instant. The troops
rushed in, and effected a junction at the gateway C, which afforded cover to a considerable
number of men. At this point, they were checked by a tremendous shower of stones, which was
hurled from the rocks above … … … the enemy intimidated by the perseverance and gallantry

of the attack, called for quarter, which was granted; and the Garrison, to the amount of 500
men, were marched out prisoners of war.
Hugh Fraser’s role in this action was mentioned when he was awarded the K.C.B. ten years
later. At the time, Brigadier-General Pritzler reported that nothing could exceed the zeal
shown to the Service by him, and every thing that could be done by men was accomplished by
the Troops under his command. Fraser’s own report detailing the attack and surrender of
Copaul Droog (an extract appears in the London Gazette of 30 August 1820) was very
complimentary of his staff and men, and his description of the final surrender of the Indian
leader, the Killedar, is very prosaic: After a good deal of firing the Killedar’s people hoisted
a white flag, and demanded terms, and the Killedar after much hesitation came out and
delivered himself up, on my assuring him at the gateway, he being on the top of the wall, that
his life should be spared; and his whole garrison surrendered on the same terms.”
BURMA
From “Narrative of the Naval Operations in Ava, During the Burmese War in the Years” a
copy of this on CD is sold with the research
“On the 19th Sept., Sir Archibald Campbell directed a movement to be made upon Panlang,
where the enemy had established a post, and were busily employed in constructing
combustible rafts and boats for the destruction, of our shipping. The force employed consisted
of about 500 troops, under the command of Brigadier-General Hugh Fraser; the Satellite,
manned with 45 British sailors and 20 soldiers 3 the Diana, steam vessel; all the boats of the
Arachne and Sophie, and several belonging to the transports, but manned by the former sloop
and the Moira; nine gun-vessels, and sixteen row-boats.
“On the 21st, the troops were embarked, and Captain Chads moved upwards with the flotilla,'
which was in three divisions, under the command of Lieutenant Charles Keele, first of the
Arachne; Lieutenant John Bazely, first of the Sophie; and-Mr. Stephen Joshua Lett, master’smate of the former sloop.
In the evening, heavy guns were heard, not far distant; and next morning, five stockades were
seen, three on the right side and two on the left: the Satellite, towed by the Diana, was far ahead of the flotilla, and soon ran up with the enemy’s works, receiving, as she advanced, a
heavy raking fire of great guns, jingals, and musketry; which was not returned, however, till
the vessel was placed directly in the centre, when both broadsides were opened on them, and
Captain Chads had soon the satisfaction of seeing the enemy fly in all directions. Some troops
under Major Sale were immediately landed, with trifling opposition, and the whole of the
stockades destroyed. About fifteen guns of various sizes were taken, and the same number of
one-pounder swivels. The enemy are supposed to have been about 2000 strong; but they took
especial care not to allow our troops to close with them.
The expedition now proceeded about twenty miles higher up the river, and, on the 24th, fell in
with three more stockades, which were bombarded for a short time previous to the landing of
the troops, who found them all evacuated. About twenty-five war boats, rowing 30 and 40
oars each, were also discovered; but, owing to their superior speed, it was found impossible
to overtake them.
On the 25th, the flotilla again advanced, till the river narrowed to eighty yards, when Captain
Chads sent Lieutenant Keele about four miles further up, who reported that it was there very
deep, but only sixty yards across. The expedition returned to Rangoon on the 27th.”
General Cambell’s Despatch:

“Copy of a Despatch from Brigadier General Sir Archibald Campbell, K. C.B. to George
Switton, Esq. Secretary to Government Secret and Political Department,
Dated 1st October, 1824.. Since I last did myself the honour of addressing you, a movement
has been made upon Paulang, where I had been informed the enemy had established a post,
and was busily employed in constructing combustible rafts and boats for the destruction of
our shipping. In consequence of this information, I, on the 21st ultimo, directed Brigadier
General Fraser, with a strong detachment, to proceed to Paulang, for the purpose of putting
a stop to any preparations for our annoyance, and dislodging the enemy from his post. The
detachment fall in with several stockades and breast-works, which the enemy instantly
evacuated on the spirited approach of the seamen and troops, without, in any one instance,
shewing a disposition to come to close quarters, as will appear by the Brigadier General's
report to me of the operations of his expedition, which I herewith beg to enclose. No fire-rafts
were seen.”

General Fraser’s Despatch:
“Copy of a Despatch from Brigadier General H. Fraser, to Brigadier General Sir A.
Campbell, K.C.B. dated 27th September, 1824.
I have the honour to report, that in conformity to your orders of the 19th instant, the party
detailed in the margin* embarked on the morning of the 21st, and anchored off Kemmundine
the same evening. It proceeded on the 22d, and about two miles from Pagoda-point, fell in
with five stockades, three on the right side and two on the left. The Satellite, towed by the
steam vessel, led, and on approaching these stockades, a heavy fire was opened, from both
sides, from musketry and cannon, which was returned by the ships and by the troops on die
decks and tops of the Satellite. Arrangements were immediately made to disembark a
proportion of the troops. On their approach to the stockades, the enemy, after a slight
resistance, quitted their position, and fled to the jungle, leaving several men killed in the right
stockade, as reported by Major Sale, H. M. 13th Light Infantry, who led this party. One large
gun was found burst, and four others were brought off, with several jingals and other arms.
On the 23d, the flotilla continued to advance without meeting with any obstacle—distance

estimated between twelve and fifteen miles. On the 24th, continued our route up the river
about five miles, and in the afternoon fell in with three stockades, stockades, which were
bombarded for a short time previous to the landing of the troops, who found the different
stockades evacuated. On the 25th, several boats filled with troops, went in pursuit of some
war boats stated to be near, but did not succeed in overtaking them. During this time the
Pioneers were employed in destroying the different stockades, which being completed, the
flotilla commenced its return to Rangoon, at the recommendation of the naval commander.
The destruction of the different stockades taken on the 22d was completed during our passage
down the river. I am happy to add, that no casualties occurred amongst the troops during
these operations, but I understand two or three sailors were wounded. The ordnance was
taken possession of by the naval commander, with the exception of one gun burst, and another
sunk in the river. No regular return of the ordnance was taken in consequence of the hurried
nature of the operations, and the necessity of taking advantage of the tide to reach the
anchoring ground, but the number of all calibres is estimated, by the naval commander, at
fifteen pieces.

The country on both sides of the river was generally woody, and the few open spots, which
evidently had been cleared for the purpose of cultivation, are now overgrown with high grass,
and covered with a considerable depth of water. Few villages were seen, and the population
appeared inconsiderable. Some herds of buffaloes were discovered, but no other cattle. My
best thanks are due to Captain Chads, of H. M. ship Arachne, for the cordial co-operation
and assistance I received from him during the whole operations, and I cannot omit to notice
the zeal and alacrity with which Lieutenant Keele and Mr. Litt, master's mate H. M. ship
Arachne, Lieutenant Bayeley and Mr. Wendson, of H. M. ship Sophie, performed the different
duties assigned to them by Captain Chads. Major Sale and all the Officers and men, both
Europeans and natives, evinced the utmost zeal and spirit in the performance of every duty
required from them, and endured their fatigues with the utmost cheerfulness. The native
troops I beg particularly to notice, who, for the space of four days, had few opportunities of
dressing any food. I have much pleasure in stating, that I received every assistance I could
possibly wish from the different Staff Officers who accompanied me; vide Captain Ritson,
Brigade Major, Captain Steele, Assistant Quarter Master General, and Lieutenant Lake,

Superintending Engineer, who performed their respective duties in a manner highly
creditable to themselves.”
CONCLUSION
Details of General Sir Hugh Fraser’s Military service is far from complete, especially his
service pre 1817. Much has been taken from the following excellent webpage detailing the
life of Sir Hugh:
https://www.kirkmichael.info/GeneralSirHughFraserOfBraelangwell.html
Other info has been taken from various books, despatches, Army lists, snippets of info online
etc etc. However a visit to the India Office may well prove fruitful.

Condition VF, couple of minor EK’s, some contact marks and a little polished, attractive dark
patina. A fine and rare Army of India medal awarded to a very high ranked Officer
commanding what was the largest Division of troops of the Burma Expeditionary Force. The
naming on the medal ‘Commg Division’ looks to be unique. However this is eclipsed by the
fact that Sir High was Knighted for his services at the taking of Copal Droog in 1819.
Sold with various PDF books on the Burma War, histories of the Madras Army, LG and
despatches, obituaries and other research on CD.

