
THE RARE C.B. AND ANGLO-ZULU WAR GROUP AWARDED TO A MAJOR-GENERAL, 
16TH (QUEEN'S) LANCERS, THE SENIOR OF ONLY THREE OFFICERS OF THAT 
REGIMENT TO SERVE IN DURING THE ZULU WAR OF 1879. AS LIEUTENANT 
COLONEL, HE COMMANDED THE 16TH LANCERS FROM 1881 AND IN LATER LIFE 
SERVED AS LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR OF THE ROYAL HOSPITAL CHELSEA  

THE MOST HONOURABLE ORDER OF THE BATH, COMPANION'S (C.B.) BREAST BADGE, 
MILITARY DIVISION, SILVER-GILT AND ENAMEL; JUBILEE 1897, SILVER, UNNAMED AS 
ISSUED; SOUTH AFRICA 1877-79, CLASP, 1879 ‘MAJOR G. S. SCHWABE. 16TH LANCERS.’ 

C.B. London Gazette 26 June 1902.

George Salis-Schwabe was born in July 1843 into a notable family: his father, Salis Schwabe 
(originally known as Salomon ben Elias) was a successful North-German Jewish cotton printer and 
his mother, Julie, was a noted educationalist, philanthropist and founder of schools both within Britain 
and in Europe; they counted many famous members of society amongst their friends including 
Frederic Chopin and Charles Dickens. As may be expected, young Salis-Schwabe received a full and 
thorough education himself, principally at University College School and London University, before 
being commissioned Cornet in the 16th Lancers on 23 September 1863. 



 Salis schwabe seated 

His military career saw him rise fairly rapidly through the ranks of two principal cavalry regiments: 
from the 16th he transferred to the 6th Dragoon Guards (Carabiniers) and by 17 March 1877 was 
Major in that regiment. In the intervening years he had also been appointed to a number of Staff posts 
- from 1872-73 he was Brigade-Major (Acting) Cavalry at Aldershot; Brigade-Major Cavalry for the
Curragh District from 1873-75; and found himself back at Aldershot from 1875-77 as Brigade-Major
Cavalry. As a Staff Officer with significant experience of this work, in addition to regimental duties
earlier in his career, Salis-Schwabe was selected for 'Special Service' during the Anglo-Zulu War; he
embarked for Natal with cavalry drafts and later served during the campaign as Commandant of the
Native Carrier Corps which he organised in addition to commanding. Initially formed from the 2,000-
strong Natal Border Guard, who as soldiers, had been watching the fords of the Tugela during the war,
after about a month of service in Zululand, numbers were reduced, as Zulu’s began to be locally
recruited. Soon after, the Natal natives were paid off; returning to their homes after 8 months service
and the Carrier Corps, now reduced to 1000 Zulu’s, was renamed the Zulu Carrier corps. This corps
did good service on transportation duties in Zululand until men were paid off and corps disbanded on
9 September 1879, shortly after the capture of Cetewayo. Upon returning home Salis-Schwabe
appears to have resumed regimental duties

In 1880, Salis Schwabe authored ‘Carrier Corps and Coolies on Active Service in China, India, and 
Africa, 1860–1879’ for the Royal United Services Institution, a publication (33 pages), this containing 
much details on the carrier corps service as well as his own service and movements during the Zulu 
war. A digital copy of this publication is included with the research.  



Salis Schwabe was promoted Lieutenant-Colonel in command of the 16th Lancers in July 1881 and at 
the 1885 General Election he was elected M.P. for Middleton in Lancashire - very much the 'family 
seat' and it is likely his parents' genuine interest in the wellbeing of those who worked for them 
factored into their son's life too. His political tenure was to be short-lived, however, as when the 



Liberals split over Home Rule he joined the Liberal Unionists and did not seek re-election in 1886. 
Throughout this time he had remained in the Army; he received his Diamond Jubilee Medal as Officer 
Commanding, Mauritius, and was promoted to Major-General in 1898 - that year also taking up the 
post of Lieutenant-Governor of the Royal Hospital Chelsea, home of the famous 'Chelsea Pensioners'. 
Holding this position for seven years, he was made a Companion of the Order of the Bath in the 1902 
Coronation Honours (receiving his C.B. personally from H.M. King Edward VII at Buckingham 
Palace on 24 October 1902) and died at the Bavarian spa town of Bad Kissingen on 13 July 1907, at 
the relatively young age of 63 - at which time he was also Colonel of the 3rd (Prince of Wales's) 
Dragoon Guards. 

Condition GVF, medals with a pleasing dark patina. A rare group to a 16th Lancers Officer and Zulu 
War Commandant 




