THE EXCEPTIONAL KING’S POLICE MEDAL GROUP TO AN AMERICAN
METROPOLITAN POLICE CONSTABLE WHO WAS SHOT AT WATERLOO STATION IN
1918 WHILST ATTEMPTING TO ARREST A CANADIAN INFANTRY PRIVATE WHO HAD
RECENTLY DESERTED, THE MEDALS COMPLETE WITH THE CONSTABLES
CIGARETTE CASE WHICH WAS HIT BY A BULLET DURING THE STRUGGLE

KING’S POLICE MEDAL, G.V.R., 1ST ISSUE, WITH GALLANTRY RIBBON 'WILLIAM
WILLIAMS, COST. METROPOLITAN POLICE.’, IN CASE OF ISSUE, WITH PIN FOR WEAR,
CORONATION 1911, METROPOLITAN POLICE ‘P.C. W. WILLIAMS’ WITH PIN FOR WEAR.
WITH A SILVER CIGARETTE CASE ENGRAVED ‘WEW’, HALLMARKED BIRMINGHAM
1909, THE CASE DAMAGED WITH A BULLET HOLE.

K.P.M. London Gazette 1 January 1920. The Original citation reading:

“Constable Richardson and Williams were sent to Waterloo Railway Station on 20th September 1918
to meet a train and arrest a man who Surrey Police wanted for housebreaking. When confronted, the
man resisted arrest violently and produced an automatic pistol. He shot and disabled Constable
Richardson. Constable Williams then closed with him and endeavoured to get the pistol, but the man
shot him in the thigh. Constable Williams closed with him again but was thrown down and could not
rise; the prisoner ran away. Sergeant Bird and Constable Riches had by this time arrived and chased
the man through several streets, finally coming upon him in a wash-house, where they arrested him.
The pistol was found in the wash-house still containing five live cartridges.”

William Evan Williams was born Pennsylvania, United States of America, on 15 June 1885 and joined
Metropolitan Police on 11 September 1905. Initially serving as a Constable of T Division, due to a



boundary alteration, he briefly joined B Division on 3 March 1909, before joining L Division on 10
November that year, Police number 333L.

On 20 September 1918, Constables Williams and Richardson, in plain clothes, went to Waterloo
Railway Station to arrest a suspect wanted by Surrey Police. The man resisted arrest and produced
Colt automatic pistol and shot Constable Richadson in the knee. Constable Williams then attempted to
take the pistol from the prisoner’s hand, but he managed to free his arm and shot Williams point blank
in the thigh. Williams again caught hold of the prisoner and the struggle continued until Williams fell
to the ground and the prisoner started to run. Williams managed to get up and managed to pursue him
for 2 or 3 yards before falling to the ground again and blew his whistle for assistance. Sergeant Bird
and Constable Riches then arrived on the scene and after a long chase arrested the man.

The arrested man, Private Milford Granger of the 8th Reserved Battalion, Canadian Infantry, who had
deserted three weeks previous to his arrest. He was charged with attempted murder and sentenced to 5

years Penal Servitude in December 1918.

Constable Williams resigned from the police on 26 November 1919, presumably after recovering
from his wounds. This after 14 years’ service and aged 34

On his pension record under ‘Particular mark, defect or infirmary’, is noted “Scar from bullet wound
— left thigh, slight lump” and under ‘If injured in the Service..”; “bullet wound left thigh”

It also notes he was married to Alice Jane Williams and lived at 118 York Road, Lambeth, SE1




THE SILVER CIGARETTE CASE

The silver cigarette case is engraved with Williams initials “WEW?” and has a bullet hole through it.
Bullet has penetrated though one side of the case but has left indentation on the other without going
through which suggests this was one of the other shots fired, not the one that hit his thigh, the case
saving him from another wound. It is of course also possible the bullet ricocheted off the case into
Williams’s thigh. Perhaps further details will have appeared in a newspaper or such of the day as it is
likely that the bullet hitting this cigarette case either prevented another wound or slowed down the
bullet if it was a ricochet.




AN EXCITING CHASE

SOLDIER’S MAD ACT.

POLICE OFFICERS SHOT.

An affray and an exciting chise outside
Waterloe Station, London, in which two
in-clothes comstables were shat in  the
ega by a Canadiap soldier, bad a sequel
a: Tower Br: Police Court on Eeptew
ber 27, when Milford Grauger, 18§, w
bad_been an absentes from hiz wt
for “thres 'ﬂnkn was charged at-
tempted murder. A Cansdian by birth, he
had been in the army for over a year, and
had peen servies in Framce, A telephone
message bad been received frl:lm the mln:l-
ford police fhat a man whose deseripto
they forwarded was wanbed for an alicged
offence, and Constabies William Wi L.aum
and Gearge Hichardson, in .E"min clothen,
I'l'litu_}: the man's arrral ltha aterloo ﬂm-
tioh. They mel Granger, who waa in civi-
lian aitire, at the pate of No, @ plaiform,
29 he jeft a tra‘n, and be accompanied hem
as far ns an exit of the station, when =e
raised an objection 1o Leing taken into
custody on suspieion, nxn]mmmg', “T want
o see your authority,” At -he ssms mo-

ment he stepped back a few paces, and |

drawing an aotomatie pistol from his rup
pocket, fred at the lega of the cunatamzs
Then he hulted down the E-}Dﬁ
Wateriooroad, A corporal o Mititary
Police immediately gave chase, and s Mil-
tary Police sergeant also raised the lhrm
4t snother p-:ll.r.'lt.

I'm Finiahed, -

Granger taced his hardest, Eeeping up
the udvantage which hia start had given
him. He turned %o the loft [nlo York-

street. and eut across 1trto Lambetiesquare,
which has but thid one approach, Pmd.m
I tmmelE hcn:l up he croseed the
mn chroogh the open decrway ; ]mum,
stumbling along the passage, than dﬂmﬂﬂd
lug helf a dozen stairs und en the
Dack ?arfl. which js flanked by 74t wala.
He scajed the wall {» his left, tearing
away & waler pipc in his attemp: io gan
& footing: he emlsm'] a similar yard 8%
the peay of gnother house, and nesotiatad
4 secavd wall, and in the vard of a third
aptise he fell foul af a clothes line and
Houndered into a tub of water, Fwentu-
aly he found all Enrther chapee of escupe
was cob off by a oumber of soldicrs and
policemen, and en  belng rearrested he
said, “I'm finished.”

The atcused, s stalwart and powerfully-
bullt young man, wss wearng a |gnt
eporiing eoat.  When eearched ai Ken-
mngtnu road police-stalion Le wgs found
Lo aave, Doaides n.].‘mu. £12, n ceur! U8 - a5-
soriment of  ariices, _m;aludmg' tores
watohes, a fourpenny pieee, three foreiga
coins, & Hritah Bmpire Union badge, a

helt containing aix lve and one spent car:-
wirfloran anAd & wmate aAF wWandaofFe A¢ tha

bel: mntun.mg ax t ive and one Sp{_nt CAT-
:l']dFES, amd & pair of handeuffs. At the
i way-station he threw away an wdidens
ease, amd in ik were found, hesides other
eriicies. an anbgue bavonet, an aniagus
pistel, Hve meta. watches, and five meta
clnins

Detwctive-Inspector Storey mid he mw
‘tie gecused @i Cannop-row  pobice-siation,
ol told him e waa gpomng to elarge him
with the wtemnted murder of Comitnbles
Wilianya ﬁlﬂ"ﬁﬂﬂ&m by din:lﬂl:u:lg At
et m!Lh un automaiid  pis Tha
RJna-uner repbied, "It was an m.td- ent. |
dn't mean to spoot him.”  Waoen she
charge was read over to him he agoin
5-31.1111:Ir o du_:[nin"t mean o :ﬁimt him.™ dn
reply to magistrate, the in tor ad
tnat hoth mn.ea.ﬂ.uﬂ were woutded and in
Dﬂp‘ltﬂ:. Une of them was Biot throu -1
the knee and the other in the uaigh,
dijuries mustginod by ona of them ws.-rn:
ramewlhat dangerons. Prisnner, whn had
oo guesiions oo usk, was lor a

week, ;
Stplement by Grainger. '

In & “sotement” made fto the pu.u::e,
prisoner cxpressed & desire to el lhe
truth about the affar. Adfer stating that,
he had deeerted r'rl:bm Witier camp about
tarep weeks ago, he said that on the morn-|
ing of his arrest he wenl mto g cotlage
Just onimde l]mlt.i,ard aed having received

ermiss.on to wash nimself he stole S0

od. He explained that he wias not in
uui.ﬁ::rm at the t'me, as he had bongh!
(vivillan ¢othes a weel previously, and Lia;
Jo had the automatic pistal, hawing pur
chases] 't from a seidier who had  fuas
rE_tiirned from France, Proveeding, he
| BRg—

“When I left the eoitage where 1 goi
the food T walked to the rallwdy-atatiod
'amd left by traim, a.bl:lu.- 12 o'clock, for
London, and arrvel at Waterloo mLﬁn
about 2 o'clock. W’J.n.en I was leaving
the atation | was stoppsd by two men
who 1 shought were constables. Dne ol
them ssid o me, "We are lookm
you, as "we want youe." I maked
tn show me thiir cards, bui they did nu.
do so. There were two soadiers hanging
on to the consialies, and they (the 1;E.u:rlma
ﬂﬂﬁnem} <htew e . As 1 fall Liae
revonver came oul of my right hip pocket.

I think, as /i struck e groond, the trig.

F"T was foreed back. T pirked it up amd
It wont off three or four timea, Coe of|
the offfeers h.-u down. 1 aflerwards El"nr|
them both !ying on the floar, T think
|cm: of them got up and ran after me. T/
neld the revolver in my hand all the time.
I ran down out of the station imio a road
ln.mi through the haliway of a house into
the back zarden, and gat inlo & shed. 1
|th¢_ln threw the cevalver ints the cormer of
the Hhed A cigaretie case and a poliee-
man's warrani card I therew ntp & tuh
of wapier optida the shed. I was not
there ghove ten minuies before 1 heard
EhMeomns mitid-q:. I then ecame ot and
wave myseld up .n a mrgnn.ut of 'rln].it'!l!. I
HI Very #o this has oecurred.”

T.hu n? the staiement referred to
the varjous articles found in his possession,
voneerning which the polien are makng

eiquUITIAR.
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From the The Illustrated Poilce News 28 November 1918:

—

ATTEMPTED MURDER. °
PLUCKY POLICEMAN'S DRAMATIC
STRUGGLE AT WATERLOO STATION.

At Tower Bridge Police Court, Milford
Granger, eighteen, private in the Capadian
Infantry, was charged on remand with at-
tempting to murder Police-constable George
| Richardson, 180 L -division, and Police-con-

stable William Williams, 333 L, by shooting
them with an automatic pistol at Waterloo
_Statien on September 20. The injured con.
stables were now able to attend the court,

Police-constable Williams, who walked with
the aid of two sticks, said that he and the
other comstable, acting under directions, wen
to Waterloo Siation .in plain clothes. Pri-
soner arrived by a train Guildford, and -
he said to him, “ We are police officers, and
you answer the description of a man wanted
by the Surrey police.” Prisoner asked, “What
for? ¥ and he replied, “* Housebreaking.” He
caught hold of prisoner’s right arm, and the
other constable held him by the left arm,

marsh. On reaching the doorway the prisoner
said, “ Show me your warrant cards.” He
was about to produce his card, when prisoner
became yviolent. They struggled, and pri-
zm was thrown to ﬂ;edgronnd T{:utﬂ-
iers were puung’ , -and prisoner e X
“ Look, boys ; can’'t you get these
awsy from me? ” 'We out, *“ We are
police officers,” but one of the soldiers
caught hold of his right arm and pulled him
away. This enabled® pri to get up, and
prisoner then said, “I will-do the two of you
in rather than you shall take me.” Prisoner
mm an sutomatic pistol from-his right-
jacket pocket and commenced . He
heard six or seven shots fired, and saw Police-
constable Richardson fall sbout the time of
the second or third shot. He closed with pri- -
soner, and tried to take the pistol away. He
forced his right arm downwards, but prisoner
managed to free it, and then fired point-blank
at him. The bullet struck him in the left
thigh, but he again caught hold of prisoner,
and the struggle was continued. He fell to
the ground, but ma 40 get up, and ran
t:gn or three {lomdn theer mBrisoner, whohwt:
-t running down ilway spproac
wards Westminster Bridge-road, before he fell
sgain. He shouted to a railway constable and
Asked if he wished to question the cone
stable, prisoner said, ‘ No, sir; T can’t -re-
member.” . :

. Police-constable Richardson: said he waa

struck by a bullet in the left leg, near the
knee. and he fell to the ground. - Findi

he was unable t¢ get up he blew-his whistle

for assistance. He next saw his colleague fall.

While he was waiting to be taken to the hos-

- pital & man handed im three spent cart-

imitted for trial.
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From The Moming Advertiser 12 December 1918:

months with hard lnbour. .

e ——

fure Mr. dustice Rowlatt, at the _tmll-_fhr;-
lr::;.uﬂil:uﬂi:l - 15 & private inthe ( ﬁ
Tulantvy, was m‘d' il hr'rhrnmnlr..ﬂ, L&
Williams, of the 1. division Metropolitan Police, m::
an antomalic service pistol. at Waterloo lli_lllﬂ-m
Sept. 20, with inten? t-._lu.nhl lawinl appreliension.
I plemdded not gailty.

‘“IP!‘*?I‘I:T:M-IH Willinms, whe hobbled into Fourt on
tao sticks, repeated the circumstances of llu-ll-nhnx
He had, he snid, boen in- hospital for eight weeks
ceount of his injuries. 0 .
- Pti:m:r. i: |h1- witness-bog, decribiug the shooti 4
smidd -~ 1 It sy tewmper: 1 lost all control of mysell.
I mever fired st either of the police officers ; it was acci- |
devtal.” i i : " |

l.'-:mul.vl‘l.d you pull the trigger intentionally ‘— |
No

Contin iing. e said he believed that only twe :"'Ilh _
were feed. e purchased the pistol from » seidier
wishing to take it back to Canada. A soldier suppl
him with cartridges. He repeated his statement that
the afair was nﬁn:y i:" tal. “‘ 1 had no inten-
tiow of duing suybody auy harm, s iBONeT. _
“:‘lr. ﬂ-l';..‘“ll. of Huixton Prisou, J he had hail the
sceused wider observation. He considered him to be a
mental deficient. He was whally illiterate, and could

ither r sl wor wrife. . e
m"!'hrrjlrlrj f:uul wisoner guilly of shootigig with intent
to do grieymis lu-ql;h‘ e o g

Mi. Jusiive Howlatt passed sentence of five years
prual servit e

Approximately 417 GVR 1 type King’s Police Medals for gallantry were awarded to British and Irish
Police constabularies and Fire Brigades before the 2" type came into being in 1933. A total of 226
Medals were awarded to the Metropolitan Police between 1910 and 1940; GVR, 1t and 2" types and
GVIR 1* type, 63 for cases that involved firearms.

Condition NEF, with copy research (digital).

A superb early Metropolitan Police gallantry group that came from the family by decent



