
THE FINE NAVAL GENERAL SERVICE 1793 AND BALTIC GROUP AWARDED TO A 
NAVAL OFFICER WHO AS WELL AS SERVING DURING THE SYRIAN OPERATIONS, 
SAW MUCH SERVICE ON ANTI SLAVER DUTIES ON WEST AFRICA AND WAS 
MENTIONED IN ADMIRALTY DESPATCHES FOR HIS SERVICE IN THE BOATS 
DURING AN ATTACK ON PIRATES. LATER, BETWEEN SERVING AS NAVAL 
SURVEYING OFFICER, HE WAS PROMOTED TO THE RANK COMMANDER FOR HIS 
SERVICES DURING THE BALTIC CAMPAIGN, FINISHING HIS CAREER AS CHIEF 
SURVEYOR ON THE WEST COAST OF SCOTLAND 

NAVAL GENERAL SERVICE 1793-1840, 1 CLASP, SYRIA ‘R. B. CREYKE, MATE.’, BALTIC 
1854-55, UNNAMED AS ISSUED; ST. JEAN D’ACRE 1840, SILVER, UNNAMED AS ISSUED, 
FITTED WITH CONTEMPORARY REPLACEMENT SILVER BAR SUSPENSION 

At the start of his service in The Royal Navy, the young Richard Boynton Creyke, served as a 13 year 
old 1st Class Volunteer aboard H.M.S. Atholl, a 28 gun 6th rate Frigate, from July 1829. Leaving 
shortly after for West Africa on anti slaver duties, Atholl was a relatively successful ship on the 
station. Some of here captures including: 

1 Oct 1829 the French slave vessel, La Laure, with 372 slaves on board; 4 Oct 1829 arrived from off 
the Rio Grande, a large French schooner, with 470 slaves on board; 9 Dec 1829 the Sybille and Atholl 
detained the Brazilian slave brigantine Amelia / Emelia, with 187 slaves, bound from Whydah to 
Bahia; Dec 1829 off Prince's Island, a Dutch vessel, sailing under French colours, was taken; 3 Aug 
1830 detained the Spanish slave schooner Santiago alias Polasqui, with 165 slaves on board; 17 Oct 
1830 detained Spanish slave schooner Nueva Isabelita, alias Numero Filomino Xiro, with 141 slaves 



on board; 10 Nov 1830 detained the Dos Amigos slaver which would be renamed the Fair Rosamond 
and would become one of the finest anti slavers. 

Creyke transferred to the 20 gun sloop, H.M.S. Medina on 22 April 1831, serving as a Midsipman. On 
19 April, Medina was reported to have arrived with the Atholl, and Sea Flower, at Prince's Island from 
Fernando Po. Here they joined the Dryad and her tenders, the Fair Rosamond and Black Joke. It was 
also reported that Medina’s Master and a Boy had died of fever and her Commander was also 
suffering from the disease. Shortly after Medina left West Africa for England, Creyke leaving the ship 
on arrival 

He joined the H.M.S. Ocean as a midshipman in December 1831, the Magpie in November 1832, and 
the Rolla in November 1833. In these vessels he was employed at Sheerness, and on the North Sea 
and Lisbon stations. He went to the Mediterranean in April 1834, in the Revenge, and as a Mate 
became attached to the Bellerophon in May 1838. In the Bellerophon, as a Mate, he took part in the 
operations on the coast of Syria, and was present at the bombardment of St. Jean D’Acre. (Naval 
General Service and Syrian Medals) 

In July 1841, he was appointed to the revenue cutter Defence, employed in the North Sea, and was 
transferred, in July 1843, to the steam vessel Blazer, Captain John Washington (afterwards 
Hydrographer) employed on surveying service in the same neighbourhood. He was promoted to the 
rank of Lieutenant in September 1843.  

FURTHER ANTI SLAVER SERVICE ON THE WEST COAST OF AFRICA  

13 years after his last anti slaver service and now an experienced Lieutenant, Creyke served aboard 
H.M.S. Penelope, a 5th Rate Frigate (24), between 2 February 1844 and 18 May 1844. Creyke was for
several months, attached to H.M.S. Alert, an 8 gun Brig on the same station, before rejoining
Penelope between 7 August 1844 and 9 August 1845. He then briefly joined H.M.S. Growler, a 6 gun
Sloop on 10 August 1845, which in September 1845, left the Coast of West Africa to England



H.M.S. Penelope played a significant role as flagship of the newly promoted Commodore Jones when
he commanded a British squadron tasked with enforcing the ban on the Atlantic slave trade. On 3
April 1844 she captured the Spanish schooner Maria Luisa. On 20 October 1844 Penelope captured
the brig Virgina or Allerto. On 26 September 1845 she captured the steamer Cacique, and on 30
September 1845, Legeira. Much of the correspondence from aboard Penelope was published shortly
after in ‘General Report of the Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners’ H.M. Stationery
Office, 1846 (this can be viewed online) also here:

https://sites.rootsweb.com/~pbtyc/18-1900/P/03440.html 

Without checking the Admiralty reports, it is not clear the exact reason for Creyke short service 
aboard Alert between May and August 1844, however it was likely to take the place of one of Alert’s 
Officers who was ill (or had died). During his short service with Alert, Alert is reported to have 
detained a Portuguese slave brig on 4 June 1844. Creyke is also reported commanded the boats of the 
Alert in an attack on pirates at the Arguin islands, near Cape Blanco, for which he was mentioned 
favourably in the despatches of the Commodore.  The attack in question had taken place after the 
report that of part of the crew of a British merchant brig had landed on the island of Arguin (off the 
West Coast of Africa) and had subsequently been killed by pirates and their boats stolen. Details of the 
subsequent action taken by boats of H.M.S. Alert, during which several of the boats crew were killed 
or wounded, were published in the Evening Mail 21 November 1844. This in the form of a letter from 
Lieutenant Creyke.: 

https://sites.rootsweb.com/%7Epbtyc/18-1900/P/03440.html




SURVEY SERVICE AND THE BALTIC 

In January 1846, he was appointed to the survey of the west coast of Scotland, under Captain C. G. 
Robinson, in the Shearwater, and in October of the same year was made an Assistant-Surveyor. In 
October 1847, his name was transferred to the books of the San Josef and subsequently to the 
Impregnable and Fisgard, his services throughout being continued in the survey of the west coast of 
Scotland. 

In February 1855, Lieutenant Creyke was appointed First Lieutenant of the Merlin, Captain 
Bartholomew J. Sulivan, attached to the Baltic fleet, in which vessel he assisted in surveying the north 
part of Cronstadt, as well as the vicinity of Sweaborg, previous to its bombardment, at which he was 
present (Baltic Medal). For his services on this occasion he was so strongly recommended by the 
Commander-in-Chief to the favourable consideration of their lordships, that he was promoted to the 
rank of Commander in September of the same year, and in the following November again resumed his 
duties as an Assistant-Surveyor on the west coast of Scotland, under Captain E. J. Bedford, with 
whom, as Chief Assistant-Surveyor, he continued to serve until about the year 1861. He was promoted 
to be Retired Captain on 11 February 1862, in consideration of his services and the impaired state of 
his health. Captain Creyke died on 22 April 1886 at Goodnestone, Clevedon, Somerset aged 70.  

Condition NEF. Each medal fitted with silver ribbon buckle. When sold at Glendining’s in March 
1998, the group was mounted in glass fronted display case with corresponding miniatures. The black-
on-gold painted labels from which accompanies the group. Ex Noonans 2021  


