
AN EXCEPTIONAL NAVAL GENERAL SERVICE MEDAL 1793 AWARDED TO A 
LIEUTENANT WHO AS A MATER’S MATE, WOUNDED IN SEAGULL’S ‘GLORIOUS 
RESISTANCE OF 2 HOURS AND 30 MINUTES’ AGAINST A DANISH BRIG & SIX 
GUNBOATS OFF NORWAY IN JUNE 1808. DUE TO CASUALTIES TO SENIOR OFFICERS, 
PRIOR TO SURRENDER, COMMAND DEVOLVED, UPON THIS JUNIOR OFFICER & IT 
WAS HE THAT HANDED THE SHIP OVER TO THE DANISH BRIG’S CAPTAIN. 
SLIGHTLY WOUNDED AGAIN AT HARVE DE GRACE WHILST SERVING WITH 
GANYMEDE, BETWEEN 1805 & 1813, HE WAS NO LESS THAN 150 TIMES ENGAGED 
WITH THE ENEMY. IN FEBRUARY 1814 HE MANAGED TO PASS ‘THE FEARFUL BAR 
OF THE ADOUR IN AN OPEN BOAT WITH FIVE MEN’, AN EXAMPLE OF ‘DASHING 
INTREPIDITY’ THAT WON THE ADMIRATION OF HIS ADMIRAL & WAS FURTHER 
MID. FURTHER ‘EMPLOYED WITH THE ARMY UNDER THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON 
NEAR BAYONNE’, HE COMMANDED THE PRINCIPAL BREACHING BATTERY 
AGAINST THE CITADEL & THE BOAT HE WAS IN WAS STUCK & SUNK BY A FRENCH 
SHELL DURING ONE OF SEVERAL OTHER DARING EXPLOITS. AT THE BATTLE OF 
ALGIERS, AS 1ST LIEUTENANT OF ALBION, BY HIS ARRANGEMENT, ALBION WAS 
THE FIRST SHIP TO SILENCE THE OPPOSING BATTERIES & AS AN UNEMPLOYED 
COMMANDER, IN 1823 HE COMMANDED THE FRIGATE CONSTANTINE IN THE 
COLOMBIAN FLEET UNDER PRESIDENT SIMON BOLIVAR 

    
 
NAVAL GENERAL SERVICE 1793-1840, CLASP, ALGIERS ‘GEORGE CHEYNE, LIEUT. R.N.’ 

George Cheyne was baptised at St. Andrew’s Church, Edinburgh in March 1788 and entered the 
Royal Navy as a Midshipman on 12 October 1804.  



As a Mater’s Mate, Cheyne was present and wounded in Seagull’s ‘glorious resistance of 2 hours and 
30 minutes’ against a Danish Brig and six gunboats off Norway in June 1808. Due to casualties to 
senior officers, prior to surrender, command devolved, upon Cheyne and it was he that handed the 
ship over to the Danish Brig’s Captain. Slightly wounded again at Harve de Grace whilst serving with 
Ganymede, between 1805 and 1813, he was no less than 150 times engaged with the enemy. In 
February 1814 he managed to pass ‘the fearful bar of the Adour in an open boat with five men’, an 
example of ‘dashing intrepidity’ that won the admiration of his Admiral and was further MID. Further 
‘employed with the Army under the Duke of Wellington near Bayonne’, he commanded the principal 
breaching battery being erected against the Citadel and the boat he was in was stuck and sunk by a 
French shell during one of several other daring exploits. As 1st Lieutenant of Albion, at the Battle of 
Algiers, by an arrangement which he had suggested of firing whole broadsides, Albion the first ship to 
silence the opposing batteries. Further to this, as an unemployed Commander, in 1823 he commanded 
the frigate Constantine in the Colombian Fleet under President Simon Bolivar 

DETAILED SERVICE 

The following 1866 obituary, published in the Illustrated London News, is pretty much word for word 
extracted from Cheyne’s extremely detailed and unusually lengthy Royal Navy Memorandum of 
service, this completed by Cheyne at Fredericton, New Brunswick, on 29 May 1846. These being 
more detailed than Cheyne’s entries in the 1849 and 1861 editions of the Naval Biographical 
Dictionary by O’Byrne, they have been used as the basis for the following. Additional notes to the 
obituary in non italic.  

“Captain George Cheyne, who died, in Canada, on the 11th of August last, was one of the few 
surviving officers who were present at the bombardment of Algiers. He was born in 1781, and entered 
the Royal Navy, Oct. 12, 1804, as Midshipman of the Texel, and became Master's mate of the Seagull 
Sept. 30, 1805. For eight years he served in the North Sea, the Downs, the Baltic, and Mediterranean 
stations, during which time he was 150 times engaged with the enemy in ships and boats, with 
smugglers, or under batteries. He was on board the Seagull when she sunk in action with the Danes, 
in 1808, and in active command of her when a gun-boat crew of seventy-five men were repulsed.” 

 



Cheyne’s exact words to the latter being “Was M’r Mate of Seagull 16 gun sloop when sunk in action 
with the Danes in 1808 and in command of her when we repulsed a gunboats crew of 75 men which 
boarded us before we sank; every superior officer having been killed or wounded. My Lieutenant’s 
commission was promised by Lord Mulgrave for those services as soon as my time was served, but 
Adrl Yorke becoming 1st Lord of Admty before it was so, did not hold himself bound by his 
predecessors promise.” 

Despite also being noticed for his service in the Baltic by Sir George Hope, and letters sent by Captain 
Cathcart to Admiral Yorke regarding Cheyne’s promised commission, Cheyne would have to wait 
until May 1813 until promoted, rather than 7 November 1810 when he passed his examination. 

Cheyne adds to the above; “Prisoner of war the Seagull having been fought till she went down under 
the enemy’s fire off Norwegian coast.”  and also notes he was slightly wounded during the action. The 
latter is not surprising or unusual as in such an actions, only wounds that would require time off duty 
or were pensionable, would be listed in the reported casualty roll. As such, it is likely other members 
of the crew not listed as wounded, received light wounds. Cheyne does not note that it was him, who 
surrendered the Seagull to the Captain of Lougan, however the Danish Captain himself confirms this 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HMS_Seagull_(1805) 

On release as a prisoner, Cheyne was appointed Master’s Mate of Nightingale (16) on 22 November 
1808 and to Ganymede (26) on 1 September 1809, serving at Portsmouth and the Mediterranean until 
4 November 1810, when appointed to Alexandria (32), commanded by his old Captain from the 
Seagull, Captain Cathcart. Cheyne notes he was wounded for a second time whilst serving with 
Ganymede off Harve de Grace. 

“Between 1810 and 1812 he was twice in action, in the Alexandria, with Danish gun-boats; and in 
May, 1813, he was made a Lieutenant.” 

He left Alexandria on 27 August 1812 and five days later was appointed Admiralty Midshipman of 
Victory (100), remaining at this post until 14 December 1812 when he returned to Alexandria, serving 
on the North Sea station until 7 April 1813. Appointed to Defiance (74) the following day he served 
with this ship in the Baltic as Admiralty Midshipman, Acting Lieutenant and Lieutenant, until 
September 1813. From December 21 1813, he was serving as a supernumerary on board Porcupine 
(22) whilst waiting to join Woodlark (16) and on 24 February 1814;  

“he led a flotilla across the surf at the bar of the Adour-a perilous but most important service, the 
object being to construct a bridge for the advance of Lord Wellington's army.  

For his gallantry in crossing the Bar, Cheyne was Mentioned in Despatches, London Gazette 15 
March 1814 

“Shortly afterwards he was selected by Sir John Hope to command the principal breaching battery 
being erected against Bayonne Citadel, to be manned by seamen. A sortie was expected from 
Bayonne, at which time a fire-ship, partly laden with live shells, was to be sent down to destroy the 
bridge. Lieutenant Cheyne volunteered to take her in tow, though, after passing the enemy's batteries, 
he found the vessel had grounded. One of the boats, that in which he himself was, during this daring 
expedition, was sunk by a shot”  

Cheyne remained serving with the army, later doing duties of Chief Pilot and Captain of the Port 
formed by the bridge of boats over the river. 

Cheyne adds: “When informed by sir John McDonald, then Adjutant Genl of the army that the horses 
for the army were likely to die for want of forage and a Brig laden with grain having grounded and 
been deserted outside the Bar of Adour, I crossed the surf in a boat to the Brig, the boat having been 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HMS_Seagull_(1805)


dashed to pieces alongside her, I remained on board the Brig amidst the surf and rising tide and 
brought her into Adour at high tide. Making three Forlorn hopes whilst with the army on the Adour.” 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Bayonne 

He remained with the army until rejoining Porcupine in order to get a passage to England on 19 July 
1814. Its not clear whether Cheyne actual joined Woodlark but his record of service gives him service 
with this ship between 14 July and 10 August 1814.  

Appointed 1st Lieutenant of Queen in September 1814, he remained with this ship until 31 December 
1815. Appointed 1st Lieutenant of Albion (74), Flagship of Rear Ad. Penrose, on 1 January 1816; 

“Lieutenant Cheyne was at the Battle of Algiers when the Albion, by an arrangement which he had 
suggested of firing whole broadsides, was the first ship to silence the opposing batteries. He studied 
medicine under Sir Charles Bell and was within a week or two of obtaining his diploma when he was 
selected to command what is known as the Columbian fleet. He afterwards emigrated to Canada, 
where he resided at the time of his death. He became a Lieutenant in 1813, a Commander in 1819, 
and a Captain in 1856” 

             

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bombardment_of_Algiers_(1816) 

As noted, Cheyne was Albions 1st Lieutenant, however on Captain Goode being wounded, temporary 
command devolved upon a Lieutenant Hay who was senior to Cheyne and happened to be aboard 
Albion during the battle. This accident of circumstance, meant that Hay would be the Officer 
promoted Commander after the battle, whereas that promotion should have been Cheyne’s. Admiral 
Penrose pleaded Cheyne’s case to the Board of Admiralty but with the rules being that only one 
Lieutenant could be promoted per ship, nothing could be done and yet again Cheyne missed out on 
promotion. He would have to wait another three year until he was appointed Commander. Appointed 
to command of Calypso (18) in August 1819 but it is not clear if this command was an appointment 
that actually took place. 

He also adds to his Memorandum of Service: “A slight wound in Seagull’s action, a slight wound in 
Ganymede off Have de Grace. Diastasis of spine on board Albion as stated in my letter to Admty 29 
January 1841 applying for a pension. To enable me to support my wise and 5 children, emigrated to 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Bayonne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bombardment_of_Algiers_(1816)


New Brunswick in 1836 since which my left ankle has been broken and my right knee broken and my 
right shoulder dislocated and my house and property burnt when almost all my papers were 
destroyed, including many certificates and recommendatory letters. Application made for Out Pension 
Aug 1821.” 

Added to Cheyne’s Memorandum of Service are various copy letters and recommendations from the 
likes of Captain Goode, Rear Admiral Penrose and Adjutant General McDonald. These giving more 
details of his service during the Seagull action, at the crossing of Adour, service with the army and 
aboard Albion at Algiers.  

FRIGATE CAPTAIN IN THE COLOMBIAN NAVY 1823  

Cheyne also adds “In 1823 performed some essential service to my country by which the command of 
the Colombian Squadron was taken from an American of the United States and at my recommendation 
to President Bolivar, conferred on a person more friendly to British Interests.”  

Cheyne’s exact service in Colombia has not been researched. From correspondence, he is noted as 
being in command of the frigate Constantine in June 1823 but exactly when he went to Colombia and 
left is as yet unknown. In a letter regarding the testing of a marine chronometer, sent to Messrs 
Parkinson and Frodsham (See note below) in August 1829, he writes from Santa Ana. Another 
obituary notes that after his service with the Colombian Navy, he employed by a gold-mining 
company in Colombia, so he was clearly in Colombia for some years.. 

Many unemployed Royal Navy officers and sailors were employed in South America during the 
1820’s, their experiences from the Napoleonic war being put to good use during various conflicts and 
struggles for independence. The most famous of these was Lord Thomas Cochrane, who was in 
command of the Brazilian navy at this time. 

Interestingly, Cheyne’s younger half-brother, Richard Ninian Cheyne, who was a doctor, also went to 
Colombia, arriving in Bogota in 1824. Here he served the British colony of merchants and soldiers 
and also became President Bolivar's personal physician; General and President Simon Bolivar, 
liberator of Venezuela, Colombia, Ecuador etc. 

NOTE: Parkinson and Frodsham produced marine Chronometer’s and Captain Edward Parry (later Sir 
Edward of Arctic exploration fame) and Commander Cheyne, who were old friends, were 
corresponding in the mid 1820’s, regarding how accurate the Parkinson and Frodsham Chronometer’s 
were.  

COMMANDER JOHN POWLES CHEYNE 

John Powles Cheyne, Son of Captain George Cheyne, was born, 15 December 1826 and followed his 
father into the Royal Navy, reaching the rank of Commander. As a Midshipman, he accompanied  J.C. 
Ross in his search for the Franklin expedition (with Enterprise and Investigator) in 1848-49, returning 
as Mate under Captain Austin aboard that ill-fated ship of destiny, Resolute, and then as Lieutenant 
under Admiral Belcher aboard the Assistance. He later took up the idea of an expedition to the North 
Pole using specially-equipped balloons. 

John Powles Cheyne suffered similar treatment and injustice’s his father did by the Royal Navy, the 
following article outlining these and mentioning his father, Captain Cheyne: 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/13340760 

SEAGULL’S ACTION VS THE DANISH BRIG LOUGEN AND SIX GUNBOATS 

Removing to the Seagull of 16 guns and 94 men, as Master’s Mate, under Commander Robert 
Cathcart, in September 1805, Cheyne was subsequently present at her loss off Norway: 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/13340760


‘The latter vessel was captured off the coast of Norway 19 June 1808, by a powerful Danish force, 
consisting of the Lougen, of 20 guns and 160 men, and of six gunboats, all heavily armed and 
manned, after a glorious resistance of two hours and 30 minutes, in which she lost eight men killed 
and 20 wounded, and was reduced to a sinking state. Mr. Cheyne was, with the rest of his shipmates, 
taken prisoner and confined until the following October’ (O’Byrne refers). The following official 
report submitted by Commander Cathcart, was published in the London Gazette of 17-20 September 
1808: 

 
‘I beg leave to acquaint you, that in His Majesty’s sloop Seagull, under my command, yesterday at 2 
p.m., off Norway bearing W.N.W. seven or eight leagues, I discovered a brig inshore running to the 
eastward, and immediately made all sail in chase of her; at half-past four we came within gunshot 
and hoisted our Colours, which she answered by hoisting Danish Colours and opening fire on the 
starboard side. At this time it became nearly calm from a fresh breeze we had at W.S.W. and which 
obliged us to get our sweeps out, in order to get between her and the shore. At five we got within 
musket-shot of the enemy and commenced action; having now most of our sweeps shot away and a 
great part of the rigging. At twenty minutes past five we discovered several gunboats coming towards 
us, which had been concealed behind the rocks; and it being perfect calm, they had every advantage 
they could with in placing them. They took their position on each quarter, raking us every shot, while 
the brig had the same advantage on the larboard bow. 

          

At half-past six five of our carronades were dismounted on the larboard side (the only side we could 
bring to bear on the enemy), and several of the officers and crew killed or wounded. Every method 
was used to get the Seagull round, so as to bring the starboard guns to bear, but without effect; with 
our sweeps being all shot away, the gunboats hulling us every shot they fired, five feet of water in the 
hold, and all our sails and rigging cut to pieces, at half-past seven, from the sinking state of the ship, 
and also the great slaughter made by the gunboats, I considered it an indispensable duty for the 
preservation of the surviving officers and crew, to order the Colours to be hauled down. I have the 
satisfaction to acquaint you, there was scarcely sufficient time to remove the wounded out of the 
Seagull before she sunk. The force opposed to her was the Danish brig of war Lougen, mounting 20 
guns (18 long-18-pounders and two long-6-pounders); six gunboats, most of them carrying two 20-
pounders and from 50 to 70 men each. The action was fought close to the mouth of the harbour of 
Christiansand. 



I cannot speak in terms adequate to the defence of every officer and man under my command on this 
trying occasion. I received that support from Mr. Hatton, the First Lieutenant, I had every reason to 
expect from his general good conduct; and the officers and crew have my warmfelt thanks for their 
cool and steady behaviour; and I consider it a duty I owe them, to add, that never was more British 
valour displayed than on this occasion, although opposed to so very superior a force. The enemy must 
have suffered very considerably, but I have not been able to ascertain to what extent. Several of the 
Danes perished on board the Seagull, so precipitately did she go down; I herewith send to you a list of 
the killed and wounded on board the said sloop.’ 

A brief account of the action by Captain Wulff of Lougen, is as follows and of particular note is Wulff 
tells us that as Seagull’s senior officers were killed or wounded, “the master mate handed over the 
ship”, ie Cheyne 

“On June 19 at 2 a.m., wind westerly, weighed and headed for sea. At 11 a.m., while beating against 
the wind with full force of sail, descried a hostile brig right on the weather side approximately 2 1/2 
miles off. At 3 p.m., he bore down on me. I lowered my foresail and braced the great topsail to wait for 
him. At 5 p.m., gave him a full broadside head on; he remained in that position with his bow towards 
us during my different broadsides, as the wind fell he could hardly manoeuvre to turn his broadside 
against us. Around 6 p.m., three or four of the gunboats, commanded by First Lieutenant Fønns came 
out and engaged him stern on. 

At 6:45 he struck. She was the brig Seagull, Commander Cathcard. I boarded her and gave my second 
officer, the brave and commendable Lieutenant Wigelsen, command of her. The weather calmed, and 
by force of towage we brought her into Fossholm Bay, where she capsized and sank. Her port bulwark 
remains above water, so it may be possible to have her raised. As the British second in command is 
shot, the Commander and the other officers badly wounded, the master mate handed over the ship. 
Because of the ship’s sudden capsize, the crew was picked up by different ships of the gunboat flotilla, 
and it is not possible for me to give the exact number of dead and wounded; I estimate about thirty. 
The brig Lougen has one dead and twelve slightly wounded; the gunboats have no dead or wounded.” 

           
                                                                        A TYPICAL DANISH GUNBOAT 

A more detail account of the action, which includes Wulff’s account, can be viewed here: 



 
https://milhist.dk/lt-wulff-and-the-brig-lougen-in-action-in-norwegian-waters-1808/ 

Condition VF, some minor edge nicks or better. Sold with extensive copied research and a similar 
amount of digital research, the former including service papers, Gazettes, medal rolls etc, latter 
Memorandum of Service. Obituaries etc. Ex DNW, December 2007, though without most of the 
above research which was carried out by Jager Medals. 

A quite outstanding medal to a well-respected naval officer who saw a great deal of action  

THE FOLLOWING PAGES ARE COPIES OF LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION ETC IN 
CHEYNE’S MEMORANDUM OF SERVICE: 

        

https://milhist.dk/lt-wulff-and-the-brig-lougen-in-action-in-norwegian-waters-1808/


 

 

 

 

 

 

     



 

 

 

 

 

 

     



 

 

 

 

 

     



 

 

 

 

 

      

 



 

 

 

 

 

     

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 



      

                                   

 


